Connecticut Wedding Music
The Nutmeg Ensemble

Connecticut’s Wedding Music Specialist
Ceremony Music Worksheet
“Our Comments and Suggestions

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Your ceremony may not contain all the parts of the service as listed below, so ignore the parts that don’t apply.  Our comments and suggestions are not strict guidelines that must be followed – just some ideas and things we’ve learned from over twenty years of playing for weddings.  If you are planning to have a wedding ceremony program, we will be happy to provide you with all the proper titles and composers of the songs you select.
Questions: (860) 529-6123
	
	NOTES:

	Prelude


	Depending on the length of your prelude – you can choose between five and twelve songs, or you can let us pick them for you.  

	Parents/Grandparents

and/or Runner
	This is optional.  Sometimes the mothers and grandmothers enter at the end of the prelude and do not have specific music for their entrance.  If you do choose special music for their entrance, be sure to have someone communicate to us that they are ready to enter.  Let us know if your mothers will be lighting the Unity Candle tapers at this point, or later on in the ceremony (just before you light the center candle), or not at all.

	Runner


	If you are using a runner, this is when it would be pulled.  Oftentimes, the ushers that escort the mothers will remain at the front until the mothers are seated and then pull the runner down.  

	Bridal Party


	Canon by Pachelbel, Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by Bach and La Grace by Telemann are very popular Bridal Party Processionals.  We will need to know the order of your bridal party (including ring bearers, flower girls and Maid of Honor) so we will know when to switch to your entrance music.

	Bride


	Trumpet Voluntary by Clarke (also known as “Prince of Denmark’s March”) is a perfect piece for your entrance.  Some other popular requests include Trumpet Voluntary by Stanley, Trumpet Tune by Purcell and Bridal March (Here Comes the Bride) by Wagner.  These songs are very majestic and will make you feel like royalty as you walk down the aisle.

	Unity Candle


	This song should not be too long because it only takes a short time to light the Unity Candle.  There are many great pieces that will work here, however, some popular requests in the past have been La Grace by Telemann, The Bridal Prayer by Copeland, O Perfect Love by Barnby, Grow Old With Me by John Lennon and The Nearness Of You by Carmichael.

	Presentation of the Gifts 

(Catholic Mass only)
	This piece is also fairly short.  Some standards are The Gift Of Love by Barnby, Morning Has Broken (traditional), The Joyful Wedding by Michael Card, Simple Gifts (traditional) and The Gift by Jim Brickman.

	Sign of Peace

(Flowers to Mothers)
	Are you planning to present flowers to your mothers and greet the bridal party?  If so, this is also a good place for a short instrumental piece.

	Communion

(Catholic Mass only)
	There are many great selections to choose from, such as Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by Bach, Wedding Song by Stooky, Ave Maria by Schubert, Sheep May Safely Graze by Bach, If With All Your Hearts by Mendelssohn and Lullaby by Billy Joel.  If the one song isn’t enough, we will have another one ready to go for you.

	Flowers to the Virgin Mary

(Catholic Mass only)
	Something soft and slow is appropriate here.

	Recessional


	There are so many to pick from.  Basically, you want something upbeat, joyous and lively as you process back up the aisle as husband and wife!  Some good choices are Rondeau by Mouret, Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee by Beethoven, Wedding March by Mendelssohn, Trumpet Tune by Purcell, Hornpipe (from Water Music) by Handel, Rigaudon by Campra and Trumpet Tune and March by Clarke.

	Postlude


	We would be happy to select postlude music from the recessional list above or completely different pieces.  We will play between one and three pieces depending how long it takes for your guests to leave the church.  If you are planning a receiving line at the church, we generally do not stay during this time.  However, if that is something you would definitely like to have - special accommodations can be made.  Most newlyweds take pictures in the church or park following their recessional.
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